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digenous African are, to my mind, a shocking indictment of
the so-called trusteeship exercised hitherto by the European
empires on his behalf. Our first duty is to provide health
services to combat disease, and to help him extract sufficient
wealth from his scanty resources to diminish undernourish-
ment and to stave off starvation. It is sheer nonsense to
descant on the blessings of self-government while the vitality
of the average dusky citizen of our colonies and protec-
torates is being steadily sapped by malnutrition, which plays
havoc with a body already weakened by hook-worm or
malaria.

Only in India should politics claim precedence of eco-
nomics. We are likely to pay dearly if we fail to accelerate
the pace of self-determination in British India. The capacity
of Indians for self-government has been proved by the
striking efficiency with which they administered seven vast
provinces under the new constitution; and the result of with-
holding indefinitely what has been freely granted in the past
fifty years to every Dominion will be to make the British
connection as odious to the Hindu as it is to the Irishman,
Wise and timely concessions, not snatched but given out of
goodwill, are the only hope of fostering the firm friendship
and mutual respect that are sometimes born of free co-opera-
tion but invariably killed by compulsion.

If the task of post-war statesmen is mainly the establish-
ment of a durable peace, it would be incomplete without the
restoration of some degree of prosperity to the millions who
have been sacrificing comforts and necessities to feed the
ravenous engines of war. Belligerence must inevitably lower
the standard of life of all classes of society; to what extent,
and by what means, can these standards be raised again
towards the pre-war level ? It is unlikely that even prolonged
warfare will diminish the productive capacity of capital and
labour; another slaughter on the 1914-18 scale would not
seriously reduce the numbers of the working population, and
air raids would have to wipe out whole industrial areas to
affect even slightly the machinery of production. The steadily
increasing impoverishment of the masses will be due to the
diversion of productive capacity from the satisfaction of